Diocese of Venice

Eastern Deanery

Exploring Interest in a Catholic Elementary School
St. Catherine Catholic Parish, Sebring

Father José Gonzalez, Pastor of St. Catherine Church and a committee of parishioners at St.
Catherine, Sebring, have been exploring the possibility of opening a Catholic elementary
school in a building already existing on the parish campus. However, no school is possible
without families who want to send their children to a Catholic school and people willing to
support the school as it grows. This short survey asks for your jnitial reactions to the idea of
such a school. Your experiences and opinions are critical to this effort. Please respond to
this survey even if you do not have children of school age in your home at this time.
Thank you for your cooperation.

1.

10.

Which parish do you attend most often (please check only one):
[J St. Catherine, Sebring

O St. James, Lake Placid 3 st. Michael, Wauchula

O Our Lady of Grace, Avon Park  [J St. Paul, Arcadia

O Other

Are you registered in the above parish?  [J Yes O No O Unsure
How many years have you been coming to that parish? Years

Are you? O Male O Female [ Responding as a couple/family

What is the zip code of your residence?

Your age? Your spouse’s age (if answering as couple)?

Which of the following best describes the household in which you live?

O Live alone O Single parent,children,under 18 living at home
3 Couple with no children 3 Live with other family members

O Couple, all child(ren) over 18 O Live with others who are not family members
O Couple, child(ren) under 18 [ Other (Please explain )

living at home

How many children under 13 (if any) live in your home at this time? (Please give the
numbers in each age group below.) If you have no children in these age groups at this
time, you may skip to Question 13 below.

Birth to 2 yrs. 3to 5yrs.

6 to 10 yrs. 11 to 13 yrs.

If you now have, or expect to have, school-aged children living in your home, which
levels of Catholic education would you eventually be interested in for your child(ren)?
Please check all that apply, even if the need will be in the future. (We are only asking
for an indication of interest here; not a commitment.)

O Preschool O Kindergarten O Elementary (gr.1-4)
O Intermediate (gr. 5-6) O Middle school (gr. 7-8)

Tuition at other Catholic elementary schools in the Diocese of Venice range from about
$4500 to $6500 per year, with most schools providing financial assistance to families



11.

who qualify. Please indicate below how much tuition you could “comfortably” pay per
year and how much you could pay with a “stretch”. (Monthly payments would be made
for 12 months. Put one check in each column.)

Per child payment Comfortable A stretch Yearly tuition

$375/month a O $4,500/year
$459/month a O $5,500/year
$542/month a O $6,500/year

If a Catholic elementary school were to open in the fall of 2008, under what
circumstances would you be interested in enrolling your child(ren)? Number 1 to 4 with
1 being the most important.

If the primary focus of the school is a faith-centered education.
If the school offers a high quality Catholic academic education.
If we are able to get transportation to and from the school.
Other (please explain)

12.

13.

Name;

If a school were to be established, how many children might you enroll in the following
grades in the 2008-09 school year beginning August 20087

PreK 3 PreK 4 K

Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3

To begin a Catholic elementary school will require significant support from the
communities it will serve. In addition to your present parish obligation, would you be
willing to give a contribution to start such a school?

3 Yes, | definitely would contribute to such an effort.

3 Yes, | probably would contribute to such an effort.

O | would consider contributing, but am not sure yet.
3 No, | definitely would not contribute to such an effort.

Phone: ( )

E-mail;

Address:

City:

Thank you for your participation!

Please return the completed survey to

St. Catherine Church
882 Bay St
Sebring, FI 33870

or E-mail it to friose@stcathe.com
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